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 As if things weren’t bad 
enough as is, imagine not having 
any internet because of a couple 
blockheads believing fake news. 
Coronavirus conspirators managed 
to spread a believable enough tall 
tale that there have been over 100 
arson and harassment related inci-
dents against wireless towers 
across Britain. Seeming to grow at 
the same rate of the coronavirus, 
the first tower went up in flames on 
April 2nd in Birmingham followed 
by three more the next day. By now, 
its more than obvious that the 
spread of COVID-19 and fake news 
is due to how dense the population 
is, and how dense the population is. 
 
As most things do these days, the 
5G Coronavirus conspiracy theory 
originated on twitter. The first post 
is hard to locate but it’s branches 
can be seen everywhere. Many of 
these “theories” start by saying the 
virus was spread quietly before the 
release of 5G and was only activat-
ed when someone was exposed to a 
5G signal. Another says that there 
is no COVID-19 and 5G wireless is 
the only cause for those affected. 
Unfortunately, after burning more 
than 30 5G towers across Britain, 
the number of infected people has 
more than doubled. The spread of 
this misinformation isn’t necessari-
ly due to these internet trolls most 
of the time through. We have celeb-
rities with tens of thousands of fol-
lowers are to thank for conspiracy 
theory exposure. Woody Harrelson 
from Zombieland, singer M.I.A., 
and rapper Paper Planes have all 
shared some sort of the 5G conspir-
acy theory which have reached a 
combined total of over 2 million 
people. It’s still the people who 
choose to believe this nonsense that 
makes me lose faith in humanity 
though. 
 
Spreading misinformation is a dan-
gerous thing, not because it directly 
attacks anyone (most of the time) 
but because there are people out 
there whose brains are programmed 
to accept everything that’s thrown 
at them. Think before your post, 
and remember if you don’t have 
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You decide what’s 
newsworthy.  
The Dangers of Coronavirus Conspiracy Theories 
Active Cases in the United Kingdom increasing by 250% from the first wireless 
tower arson attack  
Image Courtesy of worldometer  
Folding@Home  




 If you’re not familiar with 
Folding@Home, it’s a program that 
you can download onto just about 
any computer that will run protein-
folding simulations to help with 
finding cures for diseases like can-
cer, ALS, Parkinson’s, Huntington’s, 
and Influenza. In essence, it turns 
your computer into just one of many 
parts of a huge network capable of 
1,500,000,000,000,000,000 floating 
point operations per second (1.5 
exaFLOPS). In other words, this 
network forms a supercomputer 
more powerful than any actual su-
percomputer on the planet. Now, 
this program and the network at-
tached to it are being used to help 
researchers find a cure, or at least 
effective treatment, for COVID-19. 
 
There are two primary ways that 
someone can contribute to Fold-
ing@Home. The first is the most 
straightforward, as it just involves 
visiting foldingathome.org and 
downloading the software from the 
link on the website. F@H is de-
signed to run in the background 
while you use your computer, so it 
won’t get in the way of your daily 
activities, and shouldn’t interrupt 
any of your important schoolwork. 
The second way to contribute is by 
building a server that both distrib-
utes jobs to computers around the 
world as well as stores the results 
from those jobs. This is much more 
complicated than just downloading 
software and running it and forget-
ting about it, but let me explain 
why it’s just as important as run-
ning the software. 
 
The way that Folding@Home works 
is the researchers in charge of the 
project create jobs—individual fold-
ing assignments for a single com-
puter to crunch numbers on—and 
distribute them to servers around 
the world. During normal opera-
tions (i.e. prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic), various servers around 
the world had hundreds or even 
thousands of jobs in a queue. Client 
computers would contact the serv-
er, run the simulation, and send the 
results back to the server for stor-
age. The project’s researchers then 
take this data off the server (freeing 
up room for more results to be 
dropped off) and process the data.  
 
Over the course of about twenty 
years, the process above has led to 
dozens of peer-reviewed papers 
about advancements in the protein-
folding process, most of which are 
way above my basic level of under-
standing. However, that shouldn’t 
stop anybody from downloading 
F@H and contributing to the fight 
against COVID-19! 
An experimental structure of an EBOLA protein, which F@H had modelled and 
discovered a way to directly affect it with drugs. They hope to do the same to 
SARS-CoV-2  
Image Courtesy of foldingathome.org  
Editor-in-Chief  
 
 The Elder Scrol l s  V:  
Skyrim i s  not  a  new game pe-
riod.  It ’s  been arou nd since  
Novemb er 2011 ,  yet  somehow,  
i t ’s  st i l l  one of  the most  pop-
ular  RPG games out  there.  I  
remember playing  it  before  
the Dragonborn,  H earthf ire ,  
and Dawnguard add -ons were  
included in  the game.  Out  of  
everything that ’s  changed,  I ’m 
def initely  st i l l  sacri f i c ing  the 
same amount  of  sl eep per 
night  to  play this  game.   
 
Playing today,  there  are  di f -
ferences  immediatel y  not ice  
when compared to 2 012,  and 
not  just  with the game style .  I  
was a lways enviou s watching 
my dad play when I  was in  
m i d d l e  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  h e 
would be level  50 or  so and  
have more than 100,000 gold,  
and I ’d  be l evel  70 + with may-
b e  1 0 , 0 0 0 .  I  a l s o  n e v e r 
branched out  my player  type,  
st icking to  a  very  ba sic  one -
handed,  archery bui l d.  Now,  
I ’ve  gone through the basic  
b u i l d  ma k i ng  b et t e r  dec i -
sions,  a  mage bui ld (my favor-
ite  so  far) ,  and a  sneak/thief  
bui ld .  Mods have a lso been a  
very fun experi ence,  speci f i -
cal ly  the Inigo fol lower mod.   
 
Inigo i s  an ext raordi nari ly  in -
depth fol lower who can tel l  
you his  whole l i fe  backstory,  
has his  own quest l i ne,  wil l  
tel l  you what  he thinks of  you 
and any thoughts he has,  and 
wil l  even sing  to  you i f  asked.  
Most  fol low er mods aren ’t  an-
ything  too specia l  and don ’t  
add a  not iceable  amount  of  
value to  the game,  but  Inigo 
c h a ng es  t h e  ent i re  a t mos-
phere.  I f  you play Sk yrim and 
you don ’t  have Inigo ,  I  def i -
nitely  recommend gi ving  the 
mod a  try .  
 
I  a lso wanted to get  back into 
Skyrim after  hear ing  updates 
about  the Elder Sc rol ls  VI .  
Apparently ,  Bethesda  wants 
to  release the sixth edit ion of  
the Elder Scrol l s  du ring  the 
X b o x  S e r i e s  X  a n d  P S 5 
l i fespan.  Unfortunately ,  that  
means 2021 at  the earl iest ,  
but  probably  c loser  to  2025.  
Whatever the date may be,  I  
can only  hope to  have more  
t ime on my hands in  5 years  
than I  do now because I  prob -
ably  won ’t  s l eep for  at  least  
three days a fter  the  games re-
lease.  
My Review of SSE Since Playing in Middle School  
Revisiting Skyrim  
Valorant Review  
Entertainment Editor  
 
 I f  yo u fr eq uen t  Twitch ,  
yo u no  do ubt have  se en  that  
m o s t  o f  t he  wo r ld ’ s  to p 
s tr eamers  ar e  playing  a  be ta  
v er sion  of  Valo rant ,  an  up-
co ming  f re e -t o- play  f i r st  per -
s on s hoo ter  be in g de ve lo pe d 
by  Rio t  Games,  the  de ve lo pe r  
o f  t h e  i n s a n e l y  p o p u l a r  
Le ague o f  Legend s.  A  lucky 
f e w stre am go ers  have  ac-
q uir ed access  to  the  game’s  
be ta ,  and I ’ m happy to  re port  
that  I ’ m one  of  the m.  
 
The e as ie st  way to  d es cr ibe  
V a l o r a n t  i s  a  h y b r i d  o f  
V a l v e ’ s  C o u n t e r - S t r i k e :  
G lo bal  Offe ns ive  and  Bl iz-
zard ’ s  Ov er watch.  It  d raws 
i t s  s ho oter  mechan ics  fro m 
CS:G O,  but  it  s imultaneously  
i m p l e m e n t s  a  c h a r a c t e r -
base d  abil i ty  sy ste m l ike  that  
o f  Ov er watch.  Each o f  the  10  
agents ,  as  they ’ re  cal led ,  has  
a  v ar ie ty  of  abi l i t ies  that  ca-
ter  to  di f f er ent  plays tyles  
and re ward  good j ud ge ment 
a n d  g o o d  s t r a t e g y .  S o m e 
char acters  have  po we rs  ta i-
lor ed f or  d ire ct  con fro nta-
t ion,  while  o ther s  are  de-
s igne d to  get  inte l l ige nce f or  
the  te am witho ut  be in g  s po t-
ted  the mse lve s .  Ho we ve r ,  any  
agent  can  be  ef fe ct ive  in  any 
s i tuation f or  a  n umber of  re a-
s ons .  
 
Ov er al l ,  the  game’ s  de s ign 
d ir ect ion  f avo rs  per fo r man ce 
and s tabi l i ty  o ver  o utr ight  
goo d loo ks  and f las hy ef fe cts ,  
which isn ’t  en t ire ly  un ex-
pe cted fo r  a  game c le arly  
me an t  to  co mpete  with  po pu-
l a r  e S p o r t s  s h o o t e r s  l i k e  
C o u n t e r - S t r i k e  a n d  O v e r -
watch,  but  the  game s t i l l  has  
an in ter es t ing  de s ign  with a  
s or t  of  f utur is t ic  v ibe ,  and 
the  game’ s  artwor k is  c learly  
s imilar  to  Le ague o f  Le gen ds,  
the  de ve lo pe r ’s  o the r  po pular  
t i t le .  De ta i l  is  ad ded  wher e  
i t ’ s  nee ded ,  but  it  is n ’t  l e f t  
o ut  wher e  i t ’ s  no t  ne ede d.  
B asica l ly ,  the  character s ,  in-
t e r a c t i v e  i t e m s ,  a n d  i m -
po rtant  map ele men ts  ar e  
h ighly  d eta i led ,  v ery  color ful ,  
and o ver a l l  p le as in g to  the  
e ye ,  but  les s  impo rtan t  par ts  
o f  the  wo rld  ( with the  e xce p-
t ion of  a  fe w tre es  on  on e o f  
the game’ s  three  maps)  are  
s t i l l  ke pt  to  a  d ecent  s tand-
ard  and  aren ’ t  so  ugly  that  
they  d istr act  yo u fr o m the 
match at  hand.  
 
A s  a  l o n g - t i m e  C o u n t e r -
S tr ike  playe r ,  I  fe el  r ight  at  
ho me  with the  game’ s  bas ic  
s h o o t i n g  m e c h a n i c s .  E a c h 
we apo n fee ls  po werf ul ,  and 
they  do n’t  hav e  the  same 
pr o blems that  the ir   CS G O 
co unter par ts  have  and the  
game d oes n’t  f ee l  par t ia l  to-
ward s  using  any  part icular  
we apo n.  Ho wev er ,  my  ine x-
p e r i e n c e  w i t h  O v e r w a t c h 
d oes  n ot  wor k in  my f av or .  
I ’ m not  good  abo ut  us in g 
abi l it ie s ,  and  I  ins te ad de-
f ault  to  t rying  to  o uts hoo t  
the  o ppo sing te am.  Sin ce  the  
abi l ity  sy stem doesn’ t  work 
the  same  way as  C SGO’s  ut i l-
i ty  sys te m,  wit h s mo ke gre-
n ade s  and f las hban gs and the  
l ike ,  but  inste ad us es  charac-
ter  s pe cif ic  abil i t ies ,  I  hav e  
to  le arn ho w to  play  charac-
t e r s  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  w h i c h 
h u r t s  m y  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  
matches  be caus e  I  am so  used 
to  j us t  kno wing  ho w to  han-
d le  a  s i tuat ion .  H o we ve r ,  
having s pe ci f ic  ski l ls  o pen s 
up a  lot  of  r oo m f or  cre ativi -
ty  in  ho w they ’r e  us ed .  
 
W hile  I  th in k that  the  game ’s  
we apo ns  are  we ll - ba lan ced ,  
e s pe cia l ly  f or  a  be ta  te st ,  I  
can  s ay  fo r  ce rta in  that  the  
agents  are  ne ar ly  the  co m-
plete  o ppos ite .  I t  fee ls  l ike ,  
regardless  of  a  play er ’s  ski l l  
with a  g ive n characte r ,  they  
a lmo st  a lway s  win anythin g 
f ro m on e-on -on e gunfights  to  
e nt ir e  matches  eas i ly .  That ’ s  
be cause  so me  abi l it ies  are  
s imply  to o ove r po wer ed,  es-
pe cia l ly  co mpar in g the m to  
s imilar  abi l it ie s  use d by  d if-
f er ent  age nts .  Fo r  e xample ,  
Phoe nix  and Br each are  two 
agents  that  both hav e  abi l i -
t ies  which bl ind the  o ppos-
in g te am,  but  Br each ’s  v ar i-
ant  i s  n early  inf in itely  bette r  
than Pho en ix ’s .  Phoe nix can 
thro w a f las h  aro und  a  co r-
n er ,  and  i t  b l inds  e nemies  f or  
a  se cond  or  two befo re  end -
in g.  Bre ach can thr o w his  
s tr a ight  thro ugh wal ls ,  and 
I ’ m pr etty  s ur e  that  i t  las ts  
at  le as t  an  e nt ir e  se cond 
lon ge r  than  Phoen ix’s .  Ther e  
are  a  fe w o the r  h ighly  anno y-
in g as pects  o f  so me of  the  
r es t  o f  the  game’ s  age nts ,  es-
pe cia l ly  Raze,  but  I  wo n’t  get  
into  that  be cause  I  co uld 
pr o bably  write  a  book abo ut  
i t .  
 
De s pite  thes e  apparen t  shor t-
co mings ,  I  have  to  g ive  Valo r-
ant  a  lo t  of  cr ed it  fo r  be in g 
as  s table  and en joy able  as  it  
i s ,  e special ly  con sider in g the  
game has  on ly  been in  beta  
f or  j us t  ove r  a  week.  I  can 
d ef in itely  fo re see  a  futur e  in  
which  I  play  this  game in  
place  of  C SG O,  and I  hav e  a  
f ee l ing that  i t ' s  go in g to  
br eak the  batt le  roy ale  tr end 
o f  the  pas t  fe w y ears ,  and 
that  it  wi l l  s ur ge  to  the  to p 
o f  eS po rts  po pular ity  and be  
n early  as  ubiq uito us  o f  a  phe-
n o m e n o n  a s  F o r t n i t e  h a s  
be en fo r  the  pas t  f e w y ears .  
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Riot is making another game, and it is GOOD 
The Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim Cover  
Photo Courtesy of Steemit  
Valorant Cover 
Photo Courtesy of the Verge 




Over the past  week or  so,  
I  have seen a  lot  of  buzz sur-
rounding the  Netf l ix  docu -
series  Tiger  King come across  
my twitter  t imel ine .  Being  
the great  reporter  I  a m,  I  de-
cided to g ive i t  a  shot .  So this  
past  weekend,  I  sat  down 
with my dad and watched the 
f i rst  four episodes.  Here i s  
my revi ew up and to this  
point .  What  the hel l ?  
 
I  had heard the name Joe  
Exotic  before,  but  only  ever  
in  short  posts  on Instagram,  
or  a  bri ef  news headl ine that  
popped up on my phone.  I  
knew that big cat  and exotic  
animal  trades were i l legal  and  
I  knew that  most  of  those an-
imals  were  endang ered.  What  
I  never  expected was the 
depth of  that world:  the exot-
ic  animal  world.   
This  show,  i f  not  ob vious  
by the t it le ,  is  about  a  man 
named Joe “Tiger  King”  Exot-
ic ,  who bought ,  sold,  and 
bred ex otic  animals  and big  
cats ,  especia l ly  t igers ,  at  his  
faci l i ty ,  ca l led the GW Zoo i n  
Greater  Wynnewood,  Oklaho-
ma.  Fairly  early  in  the f i rst  
episode,  the makers  of  the 
show introduce Joe ’s  sworn  
n e m e s i s ,  C a r o l e  B a s k i n .  
Carole  is  the owner  of  Big  
Cat  Rescue in  ,  and cla ims to  
be a  protector of  big  cats .  For 
years ,  Joe and Carole  went  
back and forth  at  each other,  
u s i n g  m o n e y ,  e x t o r t i o n ,  
threats ,  su spected a rson,  and  
suspected foul  play,  a l l  t rying  
to  get  the other park  to shut  
down.  Carole ,  c la iming sel f  
r ighteousness,  and J oe,  c la im-
ing she is  ful l  of  bologna.   
I ’m only  four epi sodes i n  
but  let  me tel l  ya ,  th is  whole  
situat ion is  messed  up.  Net-
f l ix  does an inc redibl e  job of  
sucking you into and keeping  
you watching their  show.  I ’m 
not  going to  go into too much 
detai l ,  but  they have so fa r  
created an int riguing narra-
t ive that  lets  the vi ewer de-
cide the protagonists  and an-
tagonists .  There has  been a  
decent  amount  of  backlash 
however,  f rom animal  r ights  
act ivists  groups,  say ing  that 
Netf l ix  fa i led to  cover the re-
a l  issu es:  cub p ett ing ,  cub 
trading,  and animal  abuse,  
among other  things.  While  
the show does make for  very  
good dramatic  telev ision,  I  
have to  agree with them.  It  
swings and misses at  tackl ing 
the real  issues that  are  st i l l  
harming endangered  species  
across the count ry.   
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A Netflix Documentary Review 
A reminder to practice social distancing 
Image courtesy of the Economic Times 
Joe Exotic, the Tiger King 
Image courtesy of thedailybeast.com 
DISCLAIMER: Anything that you see on this page, the Flipside, can be taken to be false information, with exception to the Wacky Prof an d Heard 
‘Round quotes. Anything that is not attributed to a specific author can be assumed to be written by me, Matthew Supp. If you have any questions, 
 comment, or content, do not hesitate to reach out to Matthew Supp, the Flipside Editor, at <suppmg@rose -hulman.edu>       Thank you for reading! 
TOP TEN 
New Hobbies to Learn Whilst in 
Quarantine 
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WE ARE THE VIRUS: Nature 
returns to cities across  
Europe  Mo R. Bidde 
 
 With the number of cases of the CoronaVirus Pandemic still 
increasing, governments around the globe are urging their people to 
stay the fuck home. The ‘stay-the-fuck-at-home’ campaign has  
become international, with athletes around the world providing  
thoughts and prayers.  
 As of now, South Dakota remains the only state/province/
country to remain open. It’s governor telling the media that “...no 
one who lives here wants to leave and no one who isn’t here wants 
to come in…” and that she believes her state could be grounds for a 
“...clinical trial the likes of which have never been seen…”. Whether 
or not the second part is true remains to be seen, however, she is 
right in presuming no one wants to go to South Dakota. 
 Across the Atlantic Pond, the brits were told by their  
immortal queen that they must remain vigilant and patient. I 
reached out to a colleague in London and asked how the major city 
is dealing with such a disease. He told me that it is quite bitter 
sweet: you walk outside to a desolate neighborhood, yet nature is 
reclaiming and rebounding due to the desolation.  
 He excitingly called me yesterday, after sending me the  
picture below, to explain what was happening:    
 
 “Since so many people are  
staying the fuck at home, we  
have finally been able to see  
wild tea-bags come out of  
their hibernation in the soil  
and back into nature...It really  
is beautiful”   
 London is not the only English city to see this trend, and  
England is not the only country to see this trend either. In Venice, 
Italy, citizens are able to see their sad, ugly reflections in the water 
of the canals thanks to low pollution. In Germany, the low foot  
traffic through the mountain hiking trails have allowed beer trees to 
repopulate the forests.  
 I asked my French friend Jacque what the situation is like in 
Paris, the country’s pride and joy. He assured me that nothing out of 
the ordinary was going on, well, almost. Jacque told me that a few 
nights ago while everyone was asleep, there was a loud rumbling 
throughout the city, like an earthquake. 
He said he quickly jumped out of bed 
wearing only his beret and ran to the 
window. He was able to snap a quick 
shot of what he saw, but beware, it is 
quite a low quality picture.  
 It appears that in the absence of 
humans, the presence of the tower’s  
engineer, Gustave Eiffel, took over the  
famous building. As you can see from the 
clearly untailored picture to the left, 
Gustave took his dog for a stroll and a  
baguette before returning to his place.  
 It is unclear whether phenomena like these are happening in 
other continents. All we can do is hope that once this whole shit 
show is over, mankind is able to peacefully live with the nature that 
has reclaimed itself. But probably we’ll just exploit it for resources 
as always. Either way, I urge my readers to Stay The Fuck at Home. 
Flipside Flipside 
Joke of the Week:  
Why does the Tony the Tiger love 
Frosted Flakes so much? 
Because it is covered in Sardine Oil. 
 How to burn down 5G internet towers 
 How to clean your room  
 Social Interaction, 5 6 feet  apart cause we’re not gay 
 Learning to love yourself 
 Learning to communicate with the voices in your head 
 Finally figuring out how to use the My.Rose-Hulman page 
 How to write an article for the Thorn 
 How to cook things other than cereal for breakfast 
 How to cook things other than EasyMac for lunch 
 How to commit tax fraud in four different states 
 Raising baby tigers 
How to adequately wash your hands 






15. Hoarding toilet paper 
16. How to make your own toilet paper 
17. How to use your pets as reusable toilet paper 
18. How to create masks using bandanas 
19. How to accidentally join a gang by wearing a bandana 
 
WACKY PROF QUOTES 
“The only comment that is appropriate for this is, 
‘bovine poopy’ ”  
-Dr. Grigg 
 
“We don’t want another holocaust because of  
Determinants”  
- Dr. Tarrant 
 
“Your facial expressions remind me of zombies trying 
to get me”  
-Dr. Eicholz 
 
“If this thing generates too much heat, we have to 
talk to a mechanical engineer to deal with it. Lets 
avoid that at all costs.”  
- Dr. Herniter 
 
“It was an ass-ton of logic. That’s the technical term.”  
- Dr. Sid Stamm 
 
“If a man talks in the woods, and no woman is around 
to hear it, is he still wrong?”  
- Dr. Igor Minevich 
 
“People come up to me and say, ‘Rose Hulman, never 




Did your prof say something hilarious or just great out of 
context? Did you hear something confusing or funny on 
your jaunt about the fine halls of this institution? We 
want to hear about it! Send your quotes with who said it 
to suppmg@rose-hulman.edu or fill out this nifty google 
form: https://goo.gl/forms/bB339sx6GHohggYt1  
DON’T TOUCH ME I’M STERILE 
